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Merabers  of  the  PiiBlic  liealth  Coriunittee  •-  1954 

The  t/orshipful  the  Mayor  of  Lauuiceston  - R.  ATJiEU 

Councillor  WhR,  ESI'DER  (Chairnaan)  Coimcillor  C.Ii.  ROBHiS  (Vice-Cliairman) 
Alderman  Yf.E.  I/lELLER  iildenaan  T.P.  PULPOED 

Councillor  To  illCIvS  Councillor  Mrs  K.A,  Id/IST 

Couiicillor  K.  SPENCER  TOY  Councillor  VUG.  MOOICCY 


Riblic  liealth  Officers  of  the  LoccJL  Authority: 


Medical  Officer  of  liealth : 

'U.HeP,  MIIiTO,  M.B.  jChsBe  ,DoPoH.  (Resigned  24. A'-. 54) 

Y/.  PATERSON,  M.B.  ,Ch.B.  ,D,P.H.  (Appointed  12,3.54  ~ 

assumed  duty  14.6.54) 

also  holds  appointments  of: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  Launceston  Rural  District  Council 

Bude/Stratton  Ux’ban  District  Council 
Stratton  Rural  District  Council 
Camelford  Pairal  District  Council 

Assistant  Comity  Medical  Officer,  i'lrea  No.  6 Comv/all  County  Council 
School  Medical  Officer,  Cornwall  County  Council 


SiiNITAiY  BTSPECTOR: 


D.H,  TILL,  M.S.I.A. 


smatm  OF  VITiil,  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  2,182 
Popul at ion  4 ? 6 60 
No,  of  separate  dv/ellings  occupied  1>474 
Rateable  Value,  1953  961. 
Product  of  Penny  Rate  1180, 


LIVA  BIRTHS 


Total  Male  Female  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 


Legitimate  6l 

Illegitima.te  1 


35  26 

1 


13.30 


STILLBIRTHS  1 

DEATHS  (all  causes) 
96 


1 

51  45 


Puerperal  tuid  post  abortive  NIL 
Scjjsis  NIL 
Other  Puei-^eral  causes  NIL 


.21 


20.60. 


INPMT  MORlViLITY 


(Deaths  under  1 year,  per  1,000 

live  births) 

NIL 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Deaths 

Deaths 

from  CcJicer  (all  ages) 
from  Measles  (all  ages) 
from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
from  Diarrhoea  (-under  2 years) 

4 

8 

NIL 

imj 

NIL 

12 

Health  iirea  Office, 
L/UH'CESTON. 


Deccnber  1955 

To:  The  Mayor,  hJ-demon  and  Coi-racillors  of  the 
Borou.yh  of  Duiihoved,  other\'/lse  Launccs-f-on 


¥ir  Mayor,  /J-demien,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I have  the  honour  to  pi’cscnt  the  ihuiual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  hea].th  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough 
for  the  year  1954* 


The  health  of  the  people  in  the  Borough,  as  far  a.s  can  he  judged 
hy  vital  statistics,  remains  satisfactory.  Heart  disease  in  various  fomis 
accounted  for  the  majority  of  deaths,  vascular  lesions  of  the  central 
nervous  system  and  cancer  coming  next  in  order  of  frequency.  Once  again, 
there  were  no  deo.ths  of  infants  in  the  first  year  of  life.  The  incidence 
of  infectious  disease  was  low. 

The  sanitary  circuiiistances  of  the  Borough  are  dealt  ndth  in 
Section  "O’*  of  the  Report, 

Slura  clearcuice  came  into  prominence  again  during  the  year,  the 
Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  j::Lct  1954  roquiriiag  the  Council  to  submit  a slum 
clearance  programme . 

The  end  of  food  rationiag  brought  decontrol  of  meat,  and 
slo-ughtering  returned  to  privo.te  hands.  This  resulted  in  an  increase  in 
the  amouiit  of  moat  inspection,  a factor  -v/hich  added  considerably  to  the 
work  of  the  Sanitarj^  Inspector* 

I must  ejcpress  n-gr  thaidcs  to  Mr  D,H,  Till,  the  Council's  Sanitary'- 
Inspector  for  his  valuable  assistance  in  all  aspects  of  our  work  togethei', 
and  for  his  help  in  the  preparation  of  tiiis  Report,  I hcive  received 
every  co-operation  from  the  General  Medical  Prantitionex's  in  the  Boi''ough 
and  must  expi'css  my  gmititude  to  them* 

I'iacdly,  I v/ish  to  I'-ecord  my  appi'’eciation  of  tlie  help  and 
encouragement  I have  received  from  the  Mcrabci''s  of  the  Coioncil  and,  iix 
particular,  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 

I have  the  honour  to  bo. 

Your  obedient  sex’vant. 


\YILLI/1I  PATLRSON 


Mediced  Officer  of  Health 


Si;Cl'ION  "A" 


NcLturai  cuad  Social  Conditions 


id^SA  (in  acres)  2,182.  Tliis  ancient  Borough  is  the  natural  centre  of  the 
agricultural  community  in  North  Cornwall  end  adjoining  parts  of  Devon, 

It  hc.s  important  markets  and  some  light  industry. 


PQPIIL'"iI'ION  - The  Registrar  General  has  estimated  the  ijopiolation  for  the  mid- 
year 1554  "to  he  4j660,  an  increa.so  of  47  4i  the  population  for  the  previous 
year.  The  "natural  increase"  hi  the  population  is  the  excess  of  hirths 
over  deaths.  In  1954  there  \70rc  34  fG7.er  hirths  than  den.ths, 

DDi^HS  - The  total  nuiuher  of  deatlis  assigned  to  the  Borough  for  the  year  was 
96  compared  with  95  hri  1953 • crude  death  rate,  based  on  the  mid-year 

population  was  20, 60  compared  v/ith  20,54  id  the  previous  year.  The 
follov.dng  table  has  been  compiled  for  comparison  ndth  previous  years: - 


fears 

Total  Male 

Female 

Recoi'ded  Rato 

1948 

68 

31 

37 

15*06 

1949 

70 

37 

33 

16.03 

1950 

68 

28 

40 

14.70 

1951 

70 

33 

37 

15*50 

1952 

67 

34 

33 

14.76 

1953 

95 

40 

55 

20.54 

1954 

96 

51 

45 

20.60 

order 

to  compare 

the 

mortality 

El  the  District  with  the  mortality  for 

England  and  vYales  it  is  necessary"  to  nalce  a correction  to  allow  for  the 
difference  in  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  wo  popiiLations,  This  is  done 
by  applying  to  the  crude  death  rate  of  the  District  an  "area  comparability 
factor"  which  has  been  estimaded  by  the  Registrar  General  as  ,70  fox’  this 
Borough, 

The  Standrrdised  Death  Ra.tc,  therefoi'’e,  is  14*42  which  may  be  conipared 
vdth  that  of  lie 3 iod  England  and  'v/alos, 

BIRl’HG  - The  number  of  live  births  assigned  to  this  Boi'’ough  was  62  compaj’ed 
with  57  id  1953*  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population  was  13,30.  Wlion 

the  Registrar  General.' 3 xrea  Comparability  Pactoi'’  for  bitths  (l,07)  is 
applied  to  this  figure,  the  Btandarciised  Bixth  Rate  of  14*23  for  this  Borough 
compares  with  15*2  for  Engloiid  and  i/ates, 

STTILBIRTILS  - The  num.ber  of  stillbixths  dxn’ing  1954  was  1, 

TT.TPGITEvL.TE  BIRTIiS  - There  was  1 illcgithnate  birth  assigned  to  tlxe  Borough 
duriixg  the  year,  compared  with  3 ii^-  1953*  Shovn  as  a pi''oportion  of  the 
totcT  number  of  live  births  tliis  repx’escnts  1,6  per  cent, 

i.RTEPJT/iL  liORTALITY  - No  cases  of  death  d\xrEng  pregnancy  has  been  recorded, 
Eidccd,  no  cases  of  deaths  of  this  type  ha.ve  been  recorded  in  the  Borough 
dui-ing  the  lant  7 yoars. 


MORTi'JjITY  - The  iiui-nber  of  hifaLits  v.Tio  died  before  reaching  their 
first  birthday  tfas  NIL 


NOTE;  VIT/ili  STATISTICS  - It  is  iruportant  that  too  much  vreight  should  not 
be  attached  to  smoJ.1  vaiiations  in  these  rates  from  one  year  to  the  other, 
particu-larly  where  rela-tivciji"  small  populations  are  involved  - attention 
should  rather  be  paid  to  the  ti'end  of  these  rates  over  a.  period  of  yeaers. 


MORTiiLin  Ti^iKLE 


Classified  in  a.ccordanco  v/ith  3^  hcoxlings  based 
on  the  iibbreviatod  List  of  the  International 
Statistical  Classifications  of  Diseo-scs,  Injuries 
and  Causes  of  Death,  1948 • 


Cause  of  Death 

Male 

Female 

TOTiiL 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2. 

TubercuJLosis,  other 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

~ 

- 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5. 

Vthooping  Cough 

- 

- 

- 

6 • 

Moningococcal  Infections 

- 

- 

- 

7. 

Acute  Poliorayelitis 

- 

-• 

- 

8. 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9. 

Other*  infective  and  pajrasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neopla.sm,  stonach 

1 

2 

3 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasrr,  lung,  bronchus 

- 

- 

- 

12. 

Malignant  neopla.sin,  bi'cast 

- 

- 

- 

15. 

Malignant  ncoplasra,  utei'us 

- 

1 

1 

lif. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

3 

5 

8 

15. 

Leulcaenia,  aleulcaemia 

- 

- 

- 

16 . 

Diabetes 

1 

- 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

4 

10 

14 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

7 

3 

10 

19. 

Hypertension  v/ith  heart  disease 

3 

2 

5 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

9 

5 

Vi. 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

1 

4 

22. 

liifluenza 

- 

- 

23. 

Pneumonia 

3 

5 

8 

24. 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

- 

1 

1 

26 . 

Ulcer  of  stoma.ch  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

27. 

G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

1 

“ 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  neprrosis 

- 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

30. 

Ihaegnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

“ 

31. 

Congenital  maiforraations 

- 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-dofinod  diseases 

11 

6 

17 

33  • 

Motor  vehicle  a.ccidents 

1 

- 

1 

34* 

iil  other  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide 

- 

- 

- 

36. 

Horicidc  and  operations  of  v/ar 

- 

- 

— 

51 


45 


96 


SECTION  "B" 


Gcnei-rJ.  Px-ovisions  of  Hco-lth  Services  in  Lamceston 

]3oroup:h 


GIKiiPAL  SMICES 

General  nodical  and  dental  services  mider  Peart  iV  of  the  National 
HeaJ.th  Services  Act  194^,  are  provided  ''oj  the  General  practitioners  and 
dentrO.  surgeons  resident  in  the  district o 

Adequate  provisions  are  n.ade  in  the  tovai  for  phamaccuticoJ.  services, 

iffiJVlEPHPY  AND  HOME  NURSING 

Midv/ifery  Services  in  the  district  are  provided  by: 

(i)  the  fanily  doctor  - ante  and  post-na-tal  care 
and  hone  confineuents. 

(ii)  the  County  Council  - district  nid\.'ives 

(iii) the  Regional  Hos|)ital  Board  - liospittils  fox’ 
delivei'’y  and  treatment. 

The  Coimty  Council  pi'^ovides  nursc/nidv/ives  \.'ho  attend  general  nui'sing 
and  nidTra.fei'’y  cases  in  the  hone. 

The  Rep;ional  Hospital  Board  pi''ovidos  sta.ff  for  an  /uxto-natal  Clitxic 
held  at  the  Launceston  Heoith  Clinic  for  mothers  \aio  nay  ho  adraitted  to 
hospital  on  medical  groxxnds  foi’  thoii'’  confinement. 

Old  Tree  Maternity  Hone  j)rovidos  matciaiity  hospital  accommodation  in 
cases  wiiei''e  a homo  confinement  is  xmiustifiahlo  on  social  gi^ounds, 

HEi'JiTH  VISITING 

The  Coxuity  Council  continues  to  pi'ovide  a Health  Visiting  Scino-co, 

The  Health  Visitor  is  specially  trained  in  the  coxe  of  the  mothei'  and  young 
child.  She  is  available  to  give  o-dvice  on  health  xiattors  in  the  home  or 
at  the  Clinic,  She  also  ants  as  school  nurse, 

HCMg  HIP  SxRVICB 

The  Comty  Coxmcil,  a.s  local  liealth  authoi-’ity,  is  responsible  for  the 
pi'-ovision  of  tliis  service  tiu’ougriout  tlie  County, 

AHBUEINCE  Sli^NlCE 

The  County  Council  is  responsible  fox'  the  /imbulcaice  service,  the  day 
to  day  adjuinistratioix  of  ^vrhiGh  is  cari'’icd  out  fi'’om  the  Hoalli  ierea  Office. 

A whole-tine  jjaid  Sci''vice  is  provided  dxiriig  \veck  days  and  this  is  sxipplemented 
by  part-tine  personnel  of  the  voluntary  Oi’ganisations  at  night  tine  aaid  diu’ing 
\/eok~Gnds  • 


HOSPIT.X.  Clip.  SjPiVIGS 


Utilocon  sitting  case  iii::l:)ulcaiccs  tore  UGcd  for  convoying  the  ;najority 
of  sitting  cases  and  v/hcri  it  is  apioropiiatc  some  such  cases  arc  cou’ricd  by 
the  Hospital  Gar  Service, 

SGHOQL  HSli’lTH 

The  Gounty  Gouncil  provides  an  extensive  school  health  service.  Your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  capacity  of  School  Medical  Officer  carries 
out  routine  and  special  cxnninations  of  the  chil'lren  and  schools,  and  imnuni- 
sa.tion, 

II'IBYuMT  hULFiLPl  GilNTEE 

A fortnightly  Infant  ii'clfare  Glinic  is  held  at  the  Health  Glinic, 
Launceston,  Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  in  attendaice  in  his 
capacity  an  Assistant  Gounty  Hodical  Officer, 

DEthTil  GLPIG 

A v/holo-ti'.ie  school  dentist  \/orks  from  the  Gount^’’  Gouncil  Dental 
Glinic  in  the  Health  Glinic,  Launceston, 

SPELGIi  THElu'iPY  GLIIDIG 

A speech  Thora>py  Glinic  is  held  weelly  al  the  Health  Glinic,  Launces- 
ton, 

QPHTIMII;IIG  GLIILLG 

The  Regional  Hospital  Board  Lye  Specialists  hold  an  Lye  Glinic  for 
school  children  aaid  children  under  school  e.gc  at  the  Health  Glinic,  Launceston, 
This  Glinic  is  arranged  an  and  \.hon  a suitable  umber  of  children  become 
available. 


ORTHOPilDIG  GLMIG 


ilso  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Boand  at  the  Health  Glinic, 
Launceston  is  on  Orthopaedic  Glrlnic  held  v/ecily, 

OlPr-PATiaiTS'  GLBTIGS 

The  Regional  Hospital  Loand  provides  Out-Pa-tients  Glinics  at  the 
Inuncoston  Hospital  for  Medical,  Sixrgical,  Gynancological,  Skin,  Lan,  Nose  and 
Throat  and  Tuberculosis  palicnts,  A physiotherapy  Glinic  is  available  at 
the  Ta'/istock  and  Hols-v/orthy  Hospitals,  A psychiatric  Glinic  is  held  at  the 
South  Devon  and  Last  Gormall  Hospital,  as  is  also  a Veneral  Diseases  Glinic, 


GHRONIC  SICK 


Accanmodation  is  a.vailablc  for  chronic  sick  cases  at  St,  Mary's 
Hospital,  Launceston  and  limited  P/!RT  III  accomiodalion  is  iuLso  pi^ovided  there 
for  those  cases  \fno  come  under  the  cai-o  of  the  YiTelfare  Authoilty  (Gornwall 


CoiHity  Council) 


HCSPIT/JbS 

The  Borough  is  served  by  Launceston  fiosiDitcO.  end  patients  arc 
aluitted  to  the  following  hosxDitals  in  Plyaiouth  - Prince  of  ,/ales,  Mount  Gold, 
South  Devon  and  iPist  Cornwall,  Royal  ilbort  (jJevonport) , iloxandre.  Maternity 
Home  and  the  Rojal  Lye  Inf iriao.r;>",  the  Scott  Isolalion  tiospital  adiaits  ca.ses 
of  Inf’ectious  Diseases  from  the  Borough.  Cases  of  Tuberciolosis  requiring 
sanatoriui;!  troa-tiacnt  are,  as  c..  rule,  aidnittcd  to  Didworthy  Sanatoriun. 

MEILL'AL  ffiUjTII 

Paitients  frosn  the  Boiaough  who  require  hospital  core  ancl/oi'’  treaitment 
for  mental  illness  arc  axMiitted  either  to  St.  Lo-wrences  Hospital,  Bodmin, 
Lanival  House,  Bodmin  or  Moorfiolds  Hospital,  Ivybridge, 

il'ter-care  is  a function  of  the  Cormrll  County  Council. 

L/aBITORY  IICIIITIlS 

The  Public  Health  La-bora.tory,  Plymouth  is  the  easiest  of  access  from 
this  Borough  and  it  renders  valuable  service  to’vmrds  the  detection  and 
prevention  of  spread  of  diseases  in  the  Borough. 


SECTION  ”C» 


SilELT/ifiY  CIRClJl-IS'MCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
WIJ.’ER  SUPPLIES 

The  source  of  the;  Borough’s  v/ater  supply  is  at  Bray  Dov/ii  on  Bodmin 
Moor.  There  is  a Icirgc  catchTicnt  area  which  is  not  subject  to  pollution 
and  very  anpio  supplies  eu’e  available.  The  wo.ter  is  acid  in  character  and 
this  causes  a.  deposit  in  the  trunk  main  \/hich  has  to  be  scraped  at  intervals 
in  order  to  mauintain  the  supply  at  the  service  reservoir.  The  watci*  is 
treated  v.d-th  Chloran^ine  and  v/ith  Silicate  of  Soda,  as  it  enters  the  reservoir* 

Daring  the  ycvir  the  Yi/'inclmill  heservoir  was  emptied,  cleansed  and 
repaired.  i-J.so,  a recording  meter  was  installed  on  the  outlet  from  the 
reservoir,  in  order  to  obta.in  a.ccurate  consumption  figures.  This  has  shovaa 
that  only  o.  very  liraited  quantity;-  of  surplus  water  is  available, 

Saiuples  - 3 v/ere  talccii  for  ba.ctoriological  ajiadysis  and  proved  to  bo 
satisfactory . 

SEtHbUS  IND  SDh^  DISFOShL 

St,  Leonards  So\/age  v;orks  - This  is  an  old  sewage  works  which  is 
quite  incapable  of  doafLing  effectivelj^  v.dth  the  lorosent-da.y  volume  of  sewage. 
The  result  is  that  sowa.ge  is  incpmpletely  treated  and  pollution  of  the  River 
Tamar  results.  During;  the  year,  a report  wa.s  submitted  by  the;  Borough 
Engineer  and  Surveyor,  outlining  a schano  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  \/orks 
on  the  "surface  aeration"  Principle,  dork  is  going  ahead  vaLth  detailed 
drawings  etc.  ^7hich  wall  in  due  coui-se  be  submitted  to  the  Minister, 

Scorno  Sewa.ge  Works  - This  wurks  wc.s  constructed  by  Service  Engineers  during 
the  last  war.  It  has  no\7  boon  talccn  over  by  the  Council  and  the  verks  ’.«dll 
be  used  to  a gree.tcr  extent  “when,  housing  development  plaaoned  to  commence  in 
1955 j talccs  place,  Rej)orts  of  the  effluent  are  satisfactory  and  a scheme 
to  iniprovo  dillution  ha.s  been  approved  amid  vdll  shortly  be  carried  out. 

All  new’’  .•Ira.ins  were  tested  under  pressure  by  means  of  water  or  smoke, 
40  such  tests  'were  carried  out  during  che  year, 

SmS.in'IG  KDOL 


The  Council  has  a.  pleacant  and  satis'factoigi"  fresh  \7ater  s'v/imr.iing  pool 
in  the  Coronation  Park,  iui  automatic  Clilorina.tion  dosing  unit  is  fitted  in 
addition  to  the  filtrition  and  the  dosing  with  aJLum  and  soda, 

DlSllddX!TIQN 

Concurrent  and  terminad  disiiifection  by  meaiis  of  ga.seou3  and  liquid 
disinfectants  is  carried  out  in  homes  'where  certain  infectious  diseases  arc 
not if iod. 


2 disinfections  'v/orc  csxried  out  diii’ing  the  yccer  hy  the 

use  of  Pomalin, 

DISIIQ^hSmiON 

Disinfesto.tion  of  premises  is  Gc?.rricd  out  \iien  required.  No  cases 
of  infestation  by  bed  bugs  ■\,/crc  rc|)ox'tcd  during  the  year. 

1 disinfestation  v.ns  ccjrricd  out  for  flco.s« 

PUBLIC  CLIbiTSING 

Bi-weekly  collections  ax‘C  made  of  household  refuse  and  wecicly  collections 
made  of  scilvage  end  of  trade  refuse.  The  side-loading  principle  is  eigploycd, 
together  \d.th  the  use  of  e.  trailer  for  the  collection  of  salvage, 

60  tons  of  ViTaste  paper  and  10  tons  of  scrap  metal  were  sold  dT-nring  the 

year, 

RODIiNT  COtlTROL 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Posts  Act,  19t-9 

T:ypo  of  property 


Council 

Dwcl- 

linp;s 

.igri- 

cultural 

Business 

TOT/iL 

Total  of  properties 

in  Borough 

10 

1563 

10 

262 

1845 

Inspection  on  Complaint 

4 

13 

- 

12 

29 

Routine  inspections 

40 

359 

- 

191 

590 

Properties  found  to  bo 
infested  by  Pnts: 

Major 

hlinor 

3 

39 

~ 

31 

73 

Properties  found  to 

be  inicsted  by  Mice 

1 

23 

- 

20 

44 

Total  nueher  of  infested 

properties 

4 

62 

51 

117 

2 block  control  schemes  \/erc  ccjrricd  out.  No  Notices  \iorc  servedr 
Poisons  used:  ilrscnic  l+ozs 

Zinc  Phosphide  7 02s 

s'vnrfarin  81b  s I02, 

/lLI  complaints  \/erc  investigated  by  the  Rodent  Operator  and  routine 
inspections  esid  test-baiting  \/ere  carried  out  at  all  lUcely  sites  of  infesta- 
tion. 


SECTION  "D" 


64  houses  \/as  coniplotcd  arid  plmxs  ajopi'ovcd  for  the  cor-TaoiicciriGnt  of  a tliird 
estate  of  36  iiousos  at  Scrjnio,  ^kt  an  jJnquiry  held  'hy  the  Minister  of 
Housing^  loGcJ.  Govemraont  orid  Plarxiing^  tlie  Council  received  Plaiming 
consent  to  proceed  with  the  estate  ci’:  Scarnc, 

SleoT-i  ClearancG  - Progress  ha.s  hecn  gradixal  axid  has  talcen  the  fom  of  detailed 
inspoctiens  and  of  the  closing  of  sev'ci'al  dwellings  hy  means  of  Section  10 
of  the  Local  G-ov^:minont,  Misccllcneous  Provisions  net,  1953 • 

The  Corixv/all  Count^T-  Planning  Officer  provided  the  Council  with  a 
scheme  for  the  re-development  of  tlic  central  part  of  the  old  town,  wliich  was 
accepted  in  principle. 

Housinp.;  Statistics  - 

Council  Houses 

A,  Houses  completed  dux’iiag  1954  22 

B,  liouses  under  construction  on  51st  December  1954 

C,  Total  number  of  post-war  houses  cor.iplcted  since  1945 

Permanent  129 

Temporary  LO 

D,  Ho,  of  api:)licants  on  Council's  Housing  List  I70 

Houses  built  by  Priva.te  Enterprise 

A,  Houses  completed  during  1954  8 

B,  Houses  under  construction  on  31st  Dccaabcr  1954  3 

C,  Total  nunfocr  of  post-war  houses  completed  Vf 

Inspections  of  Dvrolling  Houses  during  the  year 

1,  (a)  No.  of  dwelling  houses  anspocted  for  defects 

undei*  Public  Health  or  Housimg  Acts  89 

(b)  No,  inspections  for  the  imrpose  137 

2,  (a.)  No,  of  dwellings  inspected  and  recorded  under  Housing 

Consolidated  Regs.  1925/32  21 

(8)  No,  inspections  for  the  purpose  3^ 

3.  No.  of  dwellings  found  to  bo  in  a state  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  ha.bita.tion  5 

4.  Bwollings  (exclusive  of  ’cliose  under  px'eccding  sub-heading)  not 

in  eJil  respects  rea.sonc.blj'-  fit  for  habitation  I6 

Defects  remedied  "without  the  service  of  Normal  Notices 

1,  Housing  Acts  1 

2.  Public  He;:lth  .I’nt  23 


Action  luiclor  Statutory  FoMors 

1,  Proceedings  under  Sections  9>  10  l6  Housing  *i.ct, 
fa)  Notices  served  requiring  repairs 

(b)  Dv/ellings  rendered  fit  following  service  of  Notice 

2,  ProceedLugs  under  the  Public  nea3.th  Act. 

fa^  Notices  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 
(bj  lATellings  in  which  defects  were  remedied  follov/ing 
service  of  Formal  Notice 

3»  Pi-oceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  Housing  Act 

4.  Proceedings  under  Section  12^  Housing  Act,  193^ 

(a)  Separo.tc  tenements  in  respect  of  \',hich 
Closiiig  Orders  were  made 

(b)  Separate  tenen^ents  in  respect  of  wliich 
Closing  Orders  Y/ero  determined 

3,  Proceedings  ujider  Section  23  and  26  Housing  Act 

6,  Miscellaneous  Provisions  Act,  1933*  Closing  Orders 
made  under  Section  10  (l) 


llEL 

NIL 


1 

1 

NIL 


NIL 

NIL 

lUL 


5 


SECTION  "E*' 

Inspection  and  Su~ix;rvi3j-on  of  Food 

?.iilk  - There  cj?e  2 Registered  Dairies  end  3 Registered  Distritr-tors  of 
I.iilk  (2  Pasteurised  snd  3 T.T.) 

20  sai'aplcs  •v/ere  talcon  for  'bacteriological  analysis.  ill  v/ere  of 
0?,T,  milks  fuid  7 failed  to  satisfy  too  test.  3 samples  'v/ero  spoiled  in 
transit  to  the  laboratory. 


Ice-cream 


Thci'c  are  20  retailers  in  tlie  'J3orough,  all  dealing  in 
pi’c-packcd  ice-creaia. 

17  sajaples  Pore  taJeen  for  bo.cteriologiccl  analysis 
0 were  Grale  I ( satisfa.ctory) 

3 v/'erc  Grale  II  (fair) 

2 were  Grade  III  (unsatisfactory) 


anal  4 were 

Routine 

spoiled  in  transit 

Inspections  of  iPod 

to  the  laboratory 

. PTcnlses 

• 

Tyi^e  of  Proilscs 

Number 

Visits 

Defects  found 

Defects  remedied 

Badachousos 

4 

2 

mm 

Butchers 

11 

65 

4 

4 

Cafes 

. 13 

26 

2 

2 

Da.iries 

2 

6 

- 

- 

Bgg  Packing  Station  2 

1 

- 

- 

Pish,  V'/ct 

2 

1 

- 

- 

Pried 

3 

4 

- 

- 

G-rocers 

20 

27 

2 

2 

Ice-Cream  (sale) 

20 

13 

1 

1 

Pork  Butchers 

2 

13 

1 

1 

Poiltcrers 

2 

1 

- 

- 

SI  angh t or hou  s c s 

3 

420 

3 

3 

SVeet  Manufacturer 

Section  I4,  Pood  & 

1 

Dru.'-.s  Act, 

6 

1938 

31  premises  cu'c  registered  vnder  the  above. 

Unsound  Food  - Zf.6  visits  ‘vaere  paid  in  order  to  condemn  canned  and  other 
foodstuffs,  which  wei’e  destroyed  at  the  Covincil’s  Refuse  Tip.  1 Tin  of 
moat  ■'./as  subnltted  for  chemical  aiialysis  and  foemd  to  be  sound. 


Food  nyp:ieiio  - Talks  have  hocn  given  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
by  the  Smitai’y  liispoctor  to  severed,  orgenisations  in  the  Borough. 


Slaughterhouses  end  Heat  Inspection  - tlicn  it  beeaxae  laio\Tn  that  th*..'  racat 

trade  was  to  be  freed  from  conti’ol,  the  Council  adopted  the  i'ollo'wing  as 

a Miniraura  Standard  for  slaughterhouses:- 

1.  The  floors  and  vxalls  to  bo  of  ccTacnt  concrete  or  other  suitable 
impervious  rao.terifil , and  the  buildings  to  be  rendered  ra.t-proof, 

2,  Satisfactory  di’a.ina.ge  to  be  j^rovided  and  maintained* 

3*  Adequate  ventilation  to  be  provided  aaad  communica.ting  direct 
to  the  cactcrnal  air,  ymndow''  openings  to  be  fly-proof. 

4*  /aa  Ovdequate  supply  of  hot  and  cold  \;atcr  to  be  provided  under 
pressure  for  the  washing  and  cleansing  of  floors,  walls  and 
receptacles. 

5.  A separate  cooling  room  to  be  provided  in  order  to  obviate 
dressed  carcases  having  to  hang  in  the  slaughtering  room. 

6.  No  loft  or  store  to  be  situated  over  a killing  room  or  cooling  room. 

7.  Tlic  provision  of  adequate  galvanised  iron  x'eceptaclcs  v/ithcovers 
for  collecting  blood,  mantire,  garbage,  etc.  if  no  other  satis- 
factory method  of  disposaJ.  exists. 

8.  Laira.ge  to  be  disconnected  from  the  slaughter  house. 

9.  ii.  slaughter  house  or  cooljng  room  not  to  be  used  as  a 
butchers  shop,  to  v/hich  the  generaJ.  public  liave  access. 

10.  No  slaughterhouse  (including  lairagc)  to  be  situs.ted  v/itliin 
100  feet  of  a.  dwelling  house. 

The  arrangements  for  the  cLccontro].  of  meat  cmuc  into  effect  on  the  1st 
July,  In  Launceston  3 slaughterhouses  vrcre  licensed  and  in  one  ca.se  initial 
difficulties  and  delays  in  obtaining  necessary  improvements  xrcro  eventually 
overcome . 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  animads  slaughtered  and  the  persistent  ■'.yeek-end 
and  evening  slaughtering  ha.s  resulted  in  the  Sanitaa-y  Inspector  spending 
much  larger  proportion  of  his  time  ait  moat  inspection,  often  outside  of  nofJuAL 
working  house, 

Cysticcrcus  Bovis  - This  parasite  of  cattle  is  the  developmental  stage  of  the 
beef  oapev/orm  'vdiich  norraally  ii'xhabits  the  intestine  of  man,  and  there  produces 
the  symptoms  of  tapew'orm  ini  esta.t:i.on,  Man  acquires  this  infestation  by 
eating  beef  v/hich  contains  Cysticcrcus  Bovis, 


The  incidence  of  this  parasite  c.t  the  Launceston  Slaughterhouses  is  1.3^j 
38  eases  having  heen, diagiaosed  during  the  year.  The  diagnosis  is  on  occasion 
iiioxlo  by  the  discovery  of  degenerated  cysts  end  the  Trade  finds  it  dii'ficult  to 
accept  that  the  loresence  of  sucla  c^nts  warrants  the  detention  of  the  entire 
carcase  for  21  days  at  loss  than  20  degrees  F,,  although  tMs  is  the  iDrocedure 
laid  (Lowa  by  Maao  3/L’cat  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The  fact  is,  ho\7ever 
that  the  presciaco  of  degenerated  cysts  in  a carca.se  is  incontestable  evidence 
of  infection  mtli  this  parasite,  and  oven  if  only  degenerated  cysts  anc  found, 
this  is  no  guaurajitce  tha.t  there  ar-c  no  viable  cysts  clsevdicre  in  the  cai’casc. 

The  proscribed  troataent  of  cold  storage  for  21  days  at  a tciiipcrafcure  of 
loss  than  20  degrees  F,  effectively  destroys  the  cysts,  and  renders  the  noa.t 
safe  for  huiaan  consuiuption, 

3 Slaughtorr.ian' s licences  wore  issued  in  the  yeaiu 


No.  of  entire  cancases  condonincd 


T.vpe 

No. killed 

Other  than  T.B. 

T.B. 

Cattle 

(not 

cov/s) 

1787 

4 

9 

Cows 

963 

11 

27 

Calves 

2878 

33 

3 

Sheep 

12515 

156 

IML 

Pigs 

3183 

36 

5 

For  further*  details 

SCO  Table  V 

Diseases 

Oi‘  iniiaal  .mts  - One  case 

of  suspected  ..ntlirax  v/as 

not  confinned 

after  exaraination  by  a^  Voteriiaary  Officer, 


SjCTIQN  "g" 

Frcv^ilcnco  of  and  control  over  Ixifoctious  mid  other  diseases 

Snig.llpox  - No  case  was  reported  during  the  yoojg.  There  is  an  unjustificJble 
sense  of  coiuxolacency  about  this  disease  anong;  the  gcnero-1  public,  ii/iiich  leads 
to  neglect  of  iiifant  vaccination  on  the  x^E’a't  of  ^Darents.  Air  travel,  hot/ever, 
hc.s  increased  very  considerably  the  risk  of  the  introduction  of  smallpox  into 
this  country  and  the  need  for  adequate  protection  by  effective  vaccination  is 
greater  than  ever  before.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that  vaccination  by  modem 
tocliiiiques  produces  only  a sma.ll  locrd  i'en.ction,  v/ith  little  or  no  general 
reaction  and  ]p£erents  can  be  reassured  on  this  account, 

43  prhriany  vaccinations  and  5 rc-vaccino.tions  vrcre  cajaried  out  during 
the  yeai’,  figures  which  give  no  grouiads  for  satisfaction. 

Diphtheria.  - No  cases  ..ere  notified  during  the  yean.  The  nmabor  of  children 
receiving  primary  iamunis action  wr.s  37 • Iinmunisation  gives  efi'ective  ]pj^otectio 
against  this  disease,  aiad  is  attended  by  little  or  no  reaction.  To  ensure 

continued  freedom  from  diphtheria,  it  is  necessary  to  ma.intain  an  aulequate 
level  of  immunity  in  the  popetladion  as  a whole.  For  this  r canon,  all  parents 
should  sec  tha.t  their  children  a.re  protected  in  this  wa.y.  Arrangements  to 
have  this  done  can  be  made  v/ith  the  family  doctor  ex’  a.t  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre,  La.unceston  lioadth  Clinic, 

LTir::xxnisa.tion  iix  Hola.tion  to  Child  Population  (See  Tadic  VIl) 

tlioopinp;  Cough  - No  cases  v;erc  notified  during  1934*  ^tn  effective  vaccine 
is  availadle  a.gaJnst  this  disease  and  this  is  usually  given  in  combina^tion 
vd-th  the  diphtheria  prophylactic. 

Measles  - Tv/olve  canes  v/ere  notified  during  the  yean.  It  v/ill  be  recalled, 
that  this  diseane  reached  epidemic  px'opoi’tions  during  1933* 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  - One  cane  of  non-panadytic  poliomyelitis,  occurriig  in 
a cliild,  was  notified.  The  source  of  the  infection  was  not  discovered. 

Dysentery  - One  case  v/as  notified  during  1934*  This  infection  usually 
occurs  in  a mild  form  and  may  be  of  short  dura.tion.  Most  cn.ses  do  not  come 
to  the  notice  of  the  doctors,  which  gives  rise  to  difficulty  in  tracing  the 
source  of  the  infection  and  constitutes  a danger  to  the  public  if  the 
individuaJ.  concerned  is  involved  in  the  handling  of  food.  For  this  reason, 

■any  porson  suffering  from  dianrhoeo.  should  consult  his  doctor  ■'.•/ithout  dela.y 
and  remain  O-V/ay  froni  v/'orlc,  esjjecially  if  this  is  concerned  with  food. 

Food  Poisoninf';  - No  ca.ses  wei’e  notified 


'rUBI-IlCULOSIS 


Males 

Pul,  Non, Pul 


Pcm.alcs 


Pol, 


Non®  Pul 


Ca.sos  on  Register 

31.12.53  ■ 18 

No. of  cases  noti- 
fied during  year  3 

Cases  restored  - 

Invrrd  Transfers  1 

Gases  rauovod  4 


11 


18  4 


11 


i 


No  action  mo.s  found  to  "bo  necessaa’y  under  the  Pullic  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  connection  ^/ith  persons  suffering  from 
pulmonary  tubei’culosis  oniployod  in  tin-  milk  trade,  or  under  bcction  172  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  1936,  v/liich  deaj.s  with  the  conij^ulsory  removal  to  hospital 
of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

The  Regional  Hospital  Boau’d  is  x'esponsiblo  for  treatment  of  'Tuberculosis 
luatients  and  the  County  Council  foi*  the  prevoiition  of  spread  of  the  disoa.sc 
and  r.ftor-care  of  the  paliont. 

Out-patients  and  contants  are  seen  by  tin  Chest  Physician  (Dr.Mcllor) 
at  the  Chest  Clinic  a.t  Launceston  HospitaJ..  The  Comity  Comicil  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitor  altcnds  th.e  Clinic,  foli.ovfs  up  the  palicnts  in  their  homos, 
tranos  contacts  aoid  sources  of  infection  and  thus  anting  as  a.  most  valuable 
and  essential  "liaison  officer"  betuocn  the  cimative  and  preventive  services, 
bridges  a.  most  alarming  alninistrativo  ga.p.  ^11  susceptible  contacts  of 
Imovrn  canes  in  the  Borough  ano  offered  B.C.G. vaccination,  Duu-ing  1954,  74 
persons  received  this  protection  in  n'oa.  No,  6, 

During  the  ycai',  the-  schoiao  for  B.C.G, Vaccination  of  susceptible  school 
loa.vers  v/a.s  i:ut  into  operation  by  the  Comity  Council  ’with  an  excellent  response.- 
It  is  a long-term  schema,  how'cvor,  irlth  five  yean  follow-up  period,  and  it 
vlll  not  be  possible  to  assess  the  results  fully  for  some  tiiiiCB 


SECTION  "G" 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  -/.rlTiinistro-tioii 
of  the  Pactories  i-ct«  1337,  foi'*  the  yecvr  1954 

Factoi-ies  Z.cts,  1937  "'’-i-CT  194o 


tze?. 

Nuraber 

Inspection, 

s Notices 

Factories  without  power 

16 

NIL 

NIL 

Factories  Vvdth  pc-zer 

67 

27 

NIL 

TOlViL 

85 

27 

NIL 

Defects  found  atid  remedied 

Insufficient  sanitary  accoriiiaodation 

1 

Unsuitable  sanitary  accoriTiiodation 

J. 

Total 

__2 

Classified  List  of  Re.c^istered  I'actories  a 

•t  31.12. 

5k 

Na.t'ure  of  Business 

Pov/er 

Non-povrcr 

Abattoir 

1 

, - 

iiOrc-ted  Waters 

1 

- 

i^igriculturcl  Implement  Repairs 

4 

- 

Boot  Repairs 

3 

- 

Brush  Manufact-ure 

i 

- 

Cinema 

-1- 

- 

Clock  Repairs 

3 

- 

Coach  Building 

i. 

- 

Coach  Painting 

... 

- 

Concrete  Block  Ivlcnufacture 

1 

- 

Dross  Kaking 

- 

2 

Egg  Packing 

2 

~ 

Electrical  Repairs 

7 

1 

Food  Manufacture 

8 

1 

Gas  'v/orks 

1 

- 

Joinery 

5 

3 

La.-undiy 

2 

- 

Manure  A Bone  Crushing 

1 

- 

Monuinent r.l  Mason 

1 

- 

Motor  Rejjalrs 

Pf 

1 

Photography^ 

1 

- 

Plui?ibing 

- 

1 

Pr  kiting 

2 

1 

Provender 

3 

1 

Radio  Repairs 

1 

- 

Roi:)C  Slicing 

- 

1 

Sad'ILcr 

2 

Scat  mill 
Seed  Dressing 
Ts.il  or 
Tramcry 
Upholstery 
■'u'ool  G-roding 


TOT/iL 


> 


T/iELE  I 


TUBERCUI.OSIS 

Ago  aiid  Sex  Distribution  of  Ccises  and  Deaths 

195A 


np;e  Groups 

0 - 
1 - 
5 - 

15  - 
20  - 
25  - 
35  - 
45  - 
55  - 


Pulmonary 


NiAf  Ci.SES 

Other 


M 


1 

1 


P 


M 


P 


DEiiTHS 

Pulmonary  Other 


M 


! — 


p 


M 


P 


65  and  over 


Ago  imknovn 


II 


VIT/Ii  STATISTICS 
Sunnaciry  for  previous  yecors. 


Births  j;)oa_ths 

Year  Esth'aated  Population  No,  Crude  Rate  yoiir  iJ.1  eiffes 


Nn, 

Infant 

I'-Iortality 

Rate 

No. 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

1948 

4515 

67 

14  *83 

1 

( 

14.92  1 

68 

15.06 

1949 

4635 

59 

12.72 

1 

16.95  i 

70 

16.03 

1950 

462Z^ 

62 

13 .408 

NIL 

OTL  j 

1 

68 

14.70 

1951 

4516 

36 

7.97 

1 

27.77  i 

1 

70 

15.50 

1952 

4537 

60 

13.22 

NIL 

NIL  j 

67 

14.76 

1953 

4623 

57 

12.33 

NIL 

tllL  1 

( 

95 

20.54 

1954 

4660 

62 

13.30 

NIL 

1 

NIL  1 

96 

20.60 

TiiBLS  III 


Monthly  Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases 
(other  than  Tuberculosis) 


Jan,  Feb,  Mar,  Apr,  May,  June,  July.  Aun.  Sep,  Oct,  Nov,  Dec, 


Measles 

Pneuraonia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Poliomyelitis 

(non-para.) 

Erysipola.s 

Dysentery 


Zh  8 - 

- - 2 


1 


1 


1 

1 


Total 


4 3 3 


2 


1 


Ti^LE  IV 


Notifications  of  Infectious 
Disease  in  Comv/all  County 
Council  iiToa  6 during  1954 


elo  Nephritis 


T/iBIiE 


MJISMGES  IM^CTS  EI5,IE:DIED 

DURnra  ti-e  umji 


statutory  Notices  served  11 

Food  & Drugs  uct  1932  Sect,  13  1 

Sect.  57  (3)  2 

Housing  Act  1936  Sect,  50  1 

Local  Govemuent  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act  1953 

Sect.  10  5 


PuHlic  lietalth  Act  1936,  Sect,  92  1 

Hater  Act  1945  Sect,  64  1 

Informal  Notices  sein/ed  25 

Defective  drainage  3 

Defective  roofs  1 

General  defects  3 

Insmiitary  conditions  1 

Obstructed  dra.inage  10 

Overcro'vvding  1 

OverfloTidng  cesspools  5 

Sect,  13,  Pood  & Drugs  Act  1938  1 

Total  nuiuber  of  Gomi:)lain.ts  received  48 

Total  Number  of  Visits  paid  1649 


Ty.JL3  VII 


B»IISaTIQN  in  PIIilVTION  TO  CKELD  POFULi.TIOW 


N-unibcr  of  crdldren  at  31s''c  Dcconbcr  1954  v/'lio  had  r’;,):ui;loted  a coiirse 
of  liimunisation  a.t  any  tiino  before  that  date  (ic  -.  at  -vi/  time  since 
last  January  1940* 


t 

Age  at  31,12,54  j 
i.e,bom  in  year  i 

! 

} 

1 

Under  1 

1954 

1 

1-4 

1953-1950 

5-9  i 

1949-1945  1 

! 

! 

13  - Lt 

1^44-1940 

! 

Under  15  * 
TotaJL  j 

j 

Last  couplote 
course  of 
injections 
(whether  primary." 
or  booster) 

A, 1950-1954 

B, 1949  or  earlier 

9 

199 

i 

J 

j 

221 

! 

1 

100 

i 

1 

1 

529  j 
! 

J 

i 

20 

27 

1 

" i 

-I 

C,  Estinated  mid- 
year cliild 
population 

i 

i 

1 62 

\ 

\ 

1 

1 

i 

r 

\ 

i 215 

! 

} 

■ 

319 

270 

1 

I 

866 

■ ! 

< 1 

i 

t ; 

Immunity  Index  ^ 

100  Vc  j 14  1 92 

! ! 

i 1 

69 

1 37 

k 

t 

1 

1 j 

1 61  ! 

! i 

J 

